Cranial base and face in mandibulofacial dysostosis.
Using longitudinal roentgencephalometry, we studied craniofacial growth in two children with mandibulofacial dysostosis. In one child, data were supplemented by three-dimensional reconstructions of CT scans and stereolithographic models of the craniofacial skeleton. Progressive basilar kyphosis was found in both children, the hypothesized caused being bending of the cranial base at the level of the sphenofrontal suture. Such bending acting in concert with abnormal growth of the mandible led to impairment of the airway. We advocate careful monitoring of craniofacial growth and respiratory function in mandibulofacial dysostosis from birth through adolescence.